Concurrent chemo-irradiation with weekly cisplatin and paclitaxel in the treatment of locally advanced squamous cell carcinoma of cervix: a phase II study.
Cervical cancer is the most common gynecological cancer in Indian women. This study was initiated to assess whether the combination of paclitaxel and cisplatin with radiation was feasible in Indian women. The aim of this study was to assess the immediate tumor response and toxicity of weekly cisplatin and paclitaxel along with radiotherapy in the treatment of cervical cancer. Women with primary untreated squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix with FIGO stages IB2 to IIIB were treated with weekly injections of cisplatin 30 mg/m2 and paclitaxel 40 mg/m2 for 4 weeks along with radiotherapy. A total of 25 patients were enrolled in this study. Disease was assessed prior to treatment by pelvic examination and contrast enhanced computed tomography scan of the abdomen and pelvis. Response was assessed 6 weeks after completion of treatment using the same parameters. Clinical and radiological response was documented. The toxicity was assessed and was graded using the common toxicity criteria Version 3.0. Intention to treat analysis was used when reporting results. A total of 23 patients completed the intended treatment. There was a complete response rate of 88%, 12% were not available for response assessment. The major toxicity was Grade 3 diarrhea (48%). The mean duration of treatment was 58 days. Combination chemotherapy with cisplatin and paclitaxel along with radiotherapy in patients with locally advanced squamous cell carcinoma of cervix had a high incidence of acute toxicity. There was no increase in immediate tumor response and progression free survival with this treatment regimen. Hence, this regimen offers no added benefit when compared to the chemo radiation with cisplatin alone.